| TEMPERANCE EDUCATION LAW.
|

' Rev Drs Charles L. Morgan and A. H.
. Plumb have issued a defense of the pro-
posed amendment to the temperance educd-

tion law. They call attention to the fact
that the state association of Congregation-
al churches, at their last 'mmu.nl meeting
in Greenfield, passed ananiwously the fol-
lowing resolntion:— -

Rejoleing In the good that hus been accom-
plished through the tempernnce vducation law
of our state, we belleve the time has come
when that law should be so strengthened that
it will insure ‘a temperance ucation to
every child In every public school ln our com-
monwealth., We therefore instruct our tem-
perance committee to do whatever they deem
wise to secure that end. \

This temperdnce commiitce, with repre-
gsentatives from 16 different churches and
societies, have united to forut the Masea,
chusetts central committee for the promo-
‘tion of 'scientific témperance instruction in
gublic chools. Mrs Mary 11. Hunt is sec-
retary of the committee, and its chairman
| is Rev Dr Morgan. We quoteé:—




After the central committee had béen organ-
ized the limit of time for presvnting new
business to the Legislature made it lwpossible
to perfect the bill for the Jdesired amend-
ments before it wag presented, because the
gecretary of the state board of education,
whose help we needed In adapting It to the
technique of the Massachusetts school sys-
temy, was absent. Permission wWas granted,
however, that all necessary changes might be
made after' Secretary Hill's refurn| to Ms‘
office. while [the bill| was still before the com-
mittee. During this Interval the vpbonents of
the movement launched their criticism upon
the Incomplete bill. 'Distortions of its pro-
visions made it appear as If the penally ap-
plled to teachbers, which It docs not do in any
way. The erfected bill sl!mmv requires that -
t‘q:eloml school committee shall make a place |

in the course of study for three lessons a
week for 10 weeks of the school year, for
physiology and Elfyglene...whlc shall contain

ial instruction as to the nature and effects
og alcohollc'drmkn and er uarcotics, and
shall provide graded text-books for the use
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the space in t‘ books for grammar grades,
and all but 20 pages In the high school books.

The statement jssned by Drs Morgan and
Plumb is long and discoursive. The f_qllow-
ing extract coveve its »ssential points:—

It s urged in certain quarters that it 1s
well enough to |teach sclentific temperance,
but that the present law is sufficient.
would be If it w:re universally emnforced. We
are teaching anarchy to onr children when we
place laws upon the statute books and make
no provision for their enforcement. That the
‘blll calls for an affidavit showing that the

reqhirements of the law have been ¢omplied
| with need alarm| no conscientious school com-
mittee. Bxperience has shown |that without
such provision, land the attendant enalty,
there will be neglect of the study. ow can
the ‘‘teacher be degraded’ as the ‘claim - Is
made, by a penajty which does not touch him
or her? It falls solely upon the school ecomy
mittee who shall neglect or refuse to perferm
his duty. Nor has It ever been deemed a
degradation to school committees that they
are now subject to a penalty of $100 for fall-
ure to va!de certaln sanltnr& rovisions re-
quired by law. T'his %enalty ¢ill never ap(t)l.v
}o a school officer who Intends to obey he
aw. :
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The complaint ls made that If the proposed. |
bill becomes a law, great additional expense
must be Incurred by the purchase of neces-
sary text-books. Thlis assumption Is unwar-
ranted. In almost eve locality where the
present law Is well car ed out, s are al-
ready In use which satisfy every feature of
the proposed statute. Millions o such books
are now in the kchools of this -country. Their
nse has long since become the rule instead- of
the exception. e only new expense. there-
fore., will be In {those schools where little or
no- provision is now made for temperance
gh_vslolog)‘. and where school authorities have ’
“hitherto bheen isfled with anclent or lmper-
fect material. is cheaper to save the boy
by purchasing the books that will teach him
not to .drink, than to arrest and punigh him
later for crime taused by drlnkln? .
The text-book clause I8 very far from lmply-
ing a text-book | job. It I8 not drawn in the
interest of anylpublluher. No_ publisher has
had- anything to do with the pending bHl we
advocate. ere are at least Y0 prominent
schpol-book houses whose books fully comply

with the lnggs{\ed law. ahd which ean be

adbpted only through the stern law of com-
peitition. i




